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STRONG EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT THE USE OF EVT FOR 

ACHIEVING REPERFUSION IN STROKE DUE TO LARGE 

VASSEL OCCLUSION



STROKE 

BEFORE 

EVT

2015

STROKE 

AFTER 

EVT



INCREASING INDICATIONS FOR THE USE OF EVT



With great power comes

great responsibility

(even in the lawcourt)

modified from Ben Parker

(Spiderman’s uncle)





Italian Experience



Question:

The new clinical trials have introduced mechanical thrombectomy as an effective

tool in selected cases of ischemic stroke. Endovascular therapy requires

radiological and interventional skills.

As a future neurologist, would you be interested in a period of training in

endovascular therapy in the course of residency, while knowing that this will

take time for training in other neurological skills?

Please check the box you are interested in:

I am not interested in a training period in endovascular therapy

yes  not 



If you answered YES, please check one option below:

 I am interested in a training period during residency,

because neurologists should be familiar with EVT, but this will

not be my future career

 I am interested in a period of training during residency

because I would like endovascular therapy to be part of my

future job



Respondants Total of the
interested people in
a training period
during residency

Interested in a
training period
during residency
because
neurologists should
be familiar with
EVT, but this will
not be my future
career

Interested and I wish a
EVT career during
residency because I
would like endovascular
therapy to be part of
my future job

Catholic University
of the Sacred Heart

33 (100%) 32 (97%) 16 (48%) 16 (48%)

Sapienza and San
Andrea University

27 (67%) 21 (78%) 11 (41%) 10 (37%)

Tor Vergata
University

24 (100%) 24 (100%) 5 (21%) 19 (79%)

Campus Biomedico
University

14 (100%) 13 (93%) 4 (29%) 9 (64%)

98 (88%) 90 (92%) 36 (37%) 54 (55%)



European Experience



Study Group Young National 

Neurologists

Data collection
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Stage within training



Do young European Neurologists want to be trained 

in EVT?

59%

41%





Interested Neurologists: EVT training during or after 

residency?

64%

36%



EVT training during/after is related to stage within training
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Interested Neurologists: would they go abroad for EVT 

training?

80%

20%



Do young European Neurologists want to be 

Neurointerventionalists?

80%

20%

Among those who want EVT training Overall

53%

47%







Aguiar de Sousa et al. Eur Stroke J. 

2019;4(1):13-28 



Bias due to response rate?
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- Separated careers

- Post-residency education (master..)

- Renewal of the training path

Open possibilities



Conclusion

1. More than half (55%) of young Italian and European Neurologists want to be trained in 

EVT and 80% of them could continue working as an ‘Interventional Neurologist’

2. In countries with a low proportion of patients with ischemic stroke reveiving EVT, the 

interest of young Neurologists to become an ‘Interventional Neurologist’ tends to be 

higher.

3. EVT-training could be during or after residency (or both).

4. EVT-training could be abroad.

5. Both Young Italian and European Neurologists need the opportunity to be trained in 

EVT and to work as ‘Interventional Neurologists’



- The debate is still open

- Overall interest in endovascular therapy

- Many residents open to new educational scenarios (stroke

physician…)

Take home messages



THANKS


